
A Surrnru-S rze o SouvrNrR:
Buvrr.lc n TuRKlsH Cnnpnr

BY KEVTN REVoLINSKt

It's the most beautiful thing you will ever walk all over
Much more mearingful than a trinket or a tea towel, this
memento will become a part ofyouf home. lf you?e lookin8
for a souvenir of your trip to Turkey, a capet should
certainly be high on your list.

A TRADrrroN ls BoRN
B€fore movinS into Anatolia what is now modern

Turkey - the Turks werc a nomadic people who lived in

Centlal Asia, cousins, you miSht say, to Cenghis Khan.

Because itcould be rolled up and taken on the nextioumey,

the caeet was pedectly suited to the nomadic life, and

evidence of €apermakins dates as far back as the 4th

century B-C. Durability and beauty were imporlant as the

rug was the literal foundation of the home, and each tribe

developed its own pattems and me6ods. Even today, an

expert can tell you the origins of a particular piece by

closely examininS the details of the claftwork.

A Turkbh caaet bazaar
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whi le rhe we, ls pul led down across each

ros/ oI kno6. The knoG nre dren cut with

scissors to Sivc an cvcn depth to the pile.

lhe Turkish k.ol  is  a do!be knot that

enci fc les two nrands ol  the warp, as

opposed to the singl. Pc6lan knot, which

only cncirc les one. The T!rk ish s ly le,

however, renders better d!rabilily.

Ho\{ ro Srol
l l  yo!  w.nt  lo buy n Turkish crrpet,  be

pr€pnred to dr nk sonre tea There are the

carpet sel leE who wi l l  t ry to "hard sel l "

you a ru9, but more often thaf not, al

negorint ons or even lust the '1o look ls

Iree" showinSs typlcal ly begin wth a

ir iend y Slas oi  t radi t lonal  tea (or apple

tea, a tour st favo!rite).

Tre besl  cafpets . r rc 100 per cent wool i

cotton ones are cheaper and w I not last.

Check the fringes on the edge to be {re.

Si  k mishl  aso be worked into sonre

carpets,  Siv insthcm a nicesheen.5lk carpets

can be stuDning, blt so can the pr ces. You

.an make 5Lrre you'rc der l inS wi lh B€nuine
si lk or \ \ ,ool  by b!  n ng n i ib e.  ( lust  ma<e

s!rc that i bre was plucked irom the carpet

risht belore you eyes.) Woo and silk wil

smoukler and 8ive otf a peculia. odour, like

b!rr i  hair .  Cotton, howevcr,  wi l l  enel  ike

b!rnin8 paper and w l l  catch f i re easi ly.

lust as we proverbial y "sw€ep th ngs

under the ru8" to hide drem, the t rue va ue

oi your capet is also on its hiddef slcle. To

be sufe th3t I has been hand-knotted on a

oom, look for imperiections ln dre knoG.

H!mans nrake mistakes; machines do not.

Also, thc knot count sho! d be greater ihan

120 per square inch. The preferred

symmetr ic Tur( isr  knot wi  I  h ide the warp

.fd p! I ts,o strafds of it together

Colo!rs should be as 
'adinnt 

as.  Turkish

sp ce market. Artiiicial dyes aren't the end

of the wor ld,  but  their  natural  co!nterparts

le.d 1o be more viv d. li on lhe bottom oi

the ru8 or ii the depth of the p le you Und

a richcr colour, dre carpet may be faded.

Bul  don' l  cof fuse co our vaf ian.e s, i th in

the pi le w th lad ns.  Fluctuat ion in tonc

indicates natura pi8rnents, s,hile unllomity

su8gesls sy. thel ics.  Natura dyes (r .N n

h gher p ' ice than chem ca ones, as they

reta n their hues better over time.

Be a$,are oi o d rugs. Yes, with a good

. eaninE, even gfan.lma's old.an€t can be

sold as new to the uf\,.rry buyer. New ruSs

will sho\r tight knots.

l f  the end, the real  test  of  the carpet is

lh is:  Do yoLr l ike i l? Beiorc yo! '  t r ip,

measure the .ooin in which you wi l l  lse i t

and consider which co ours w I  coordinate

with yolr  d6cor.  Br ng n8 along a photo is

n good idea, and I have €ven emai ed

diSltal photos of carpets to friends and

fam y back home, mak ns i r  possible lor

thenr to purchase their  own Turkish

treaarre thro!8h me, i rom hal tway around
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Qoo't bny arJthirg
without afair bit of hagg ing

important rule of conduct: Do

not hagSle unless you intend to
blr  When the sel ler  f inal ly

accepts the price you offered,

GtrrrNC THE Mos-t-
FoR YoUR MoN TY

Remember, althou8h you may end up
drinkinS sal/ons of tea, you are never
obliged to buy. The sellers may roll out
dozens of caeets untilthe stack rises a fool
above the floor but there is really only one

afd then takes you to the shop, yoLr can ber
that a comm;sion will be figured into rhe
pr ice as wel l .  PayinB cash mishr also be
cheaper because cr€di t  card sales
sometimes incur an extra fee.

Make sure you know how much it costs
to have your carpet shipped or how much
yo! may have to pay ar customs if you

exceed your duty or tax exemption when
you bring it home. You can tlust your vendor
if he telJs you to simply foid rhe carpet up
and take it homethatway. Carpetswonl be
damaged by such treatnient and acrually iil
quite nicely into special handbags that the
shop wi l l  have on hand. I t  your vendo.
ships your carpet, it is advkable rhal yo!

take a photo oi it and get a feceipt, jusr in
case the wrong carpet airives at your door
or it doesn't show up at all.

Optiont are endles when shapping
tor.arye! in Tutkey.

you should be prepar€d ro pur your money
where your mor,tth is.

Prices can sometirnes vary quire a bit.
CerLainly it dep€nds on how much the
original price was from the nraker and how

Sreedy or needy the reller is. plur, it
someone tound you in the srreer, suddenly
remembered that his uncle r€lls carpets,
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